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A good average for a great cremation is seldom less than a
thousand ringgits or about two million Icepengs (a ringgz't is worth
about one gold dollar in normal exchange), but there have been
cremations of princes that cost as much as fifty thousand guilders
(at the time of writing, about twenty-five thousand dollars).

The cremation of the mother of Naseh, a former servant of
ours, was the poorest we ever witnessed. She was burned three
days after her death with only the most essential rites, but even
then the costs amounted to more than the fifty guilders that
Naseh had succeeded in borrowing. A unique and rather im-
provised cremation of a nobleman of Pemet jutan cost only three
hundred and fifty guilders because the body had to be burned
on the same day the death occurred and I was told by the rela-
tives that had the corpse been kept for the reglementary forty-
two days, the cremation would have cost over two thousand
guilders. The extraordinary decision to cremate a man of high
caste immediately became possible only because the festival that
the community was preparing for, their greatest in a decade,
could not have taken place had there been an important un-
cremated corpse in the village. The family was in difficult finan-
cial circumstances and they welcomed the decision.

A Brahmanic priest is essential to a proper cremation, and
only the destitute would call upon a lesser priest. The quality of
the ceremonies the priest performs is determined by the fee paid
to him. There is a choice of three kinds of cremation: utama,
the highest, costing an average of fifty dollars in fees for the
priest alone; madia, the medium-class cremation, for about
twenty-five dollars; and nista, the low, for about five dollars.
The rites for each are about the same, the difference consisting
in the quality and power of the magic formulas and symbols and
the sort of holy water used, the credentials given by the priest
to the soul entering heaven, and the more or less thorough puri-
fication of the soul.

It is always a good resource, in a great cremation of a prince,
to provide a retinue of souls for his trip into the beyond and to